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The way we look at plants now has a lot to do with 
the work of Carl Linnaeus. He was a 17th Century 
Swedish scientist, and he wanted to work out just 
how many different kinds of living things there were. 
He separated living things into plants and animals—
in the same way that people had done for a very long 
time—but then went much further. He proposed 
groups and families where living organisms could be 
placed with their closest relatives. This was the 
beginning of modern scientific classification. 
Classification has changed as science has advanced, 
but the Linnaean system is still in pretty good shape. 
We will study the main groups of plants according to 
that system.
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- Do not have a well developed system of transporting water and food 
- Not true roots, stems or leaves 
- Very small in size 
- Spores

Non- Vascular plants
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Vascular seedless plants
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- Can grow tall due to vascular tissue 
- Have strong cell walls 
- Grow in moist areas 
- Release spores into their surroundings
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Gymnosperms
- Cone bearing plants 
- Reproduce with scales 
- Called naked seeds 
- Don't have leaves, only 

needles  
- Ever green plants 
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Angiosperms
- Vascular, seeds plant that 

produce flowers and fruits 
- Enclosed seeds and protected 

inside a fruit  
- Sexual reproduction 
- They are by far the most 

diverse and geographically 
widespread of all plants  
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Video: What is a Plant?  
All About Plants 
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